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SOCIO-ECONOMIC BASELINE ASSESSMENT 
Dissemination Meeting, Yangon 
28th January 2015 
Summary 
The Data Dissemination Stakeholder Meeting was conducted following the completion of the Socio-
Economic Baseline Assessment (Schneider et al 2014) undertaken in four villages within the Myeik 
Archipelago in 2014. The meeting was a means of informing government and university partners 
involved in the SocMon studies of the results of the study and how this data too be used for marine 
resource management (see presentation on page 3). All of the participants present had taken part in 
either the first SocMon training and/or the field surveys and Writeshop so were all familiar with the 
objectives, methodologies and results of the data analysis. The workshop therefore focused on the 
future use of the results and what implications the findings will have on management interventions 
as well as what next steps are needed to fill the gaps on information that was lacking. The main topics 
covered and discussed by the participants included: 
1. Implications for FFI’s approach to LMMA development 
 Heterogeneity of communities: the many different ethnicities, religions, occupations etc. 
was noted as an important finding and one that must be highly considered when 
attempting any marine resource management strategy as not all groups may benefit 
equally from such interventions. 
 Population structure and migration trends: the young age of the communities means that 
populations will tend to increase putting further burden on resources and therefore 
livelihood strategies must be thinking into the future and able to accommodate a larger 
community. Although slowing, in-migration will also add to the population issue as well 
as the heterogeneity mentioned above. 
 Livelihoods diversity and vulnerability: most households rely on just one form of livelihood 
and are therefore vulnerable to any shock to the system. Livelihood strategies need to 
think outside the current livelihood strategies to ensure households have something to 
fall back on if their main form of income is threatened. 
 Stakeholder mobilisation: the communities need to work as a cohesive unit to manage 
their resources. Formation of marine resource committees is recommended as the first 
step in mobilising the communities and start dialogue into management of the fisheries. 
 
2. Recommendations  
 Traditional and informal institutions: before any marine resource management 
committees are established existing institutions within the communities need to be 
identified first to ensure no overlap or doubling of committees. It will be more sustainable 
to use current groups rather than forming completely new ones. 
 Knowledge, attitudes and roles of women, youth and other marginalised groups: from the 
surveys and analysis it appears that the information on some of the more marginalised 
groups was not forthcoming as often only information on the main income for the 
Bay of Bengal 
Large Marine Ecosystem Project 
household was given by the villagers. As such information such as woman’s role and use 
of marine resources was not recorded. Further work in the communities needs to 
ascertain this information to ensure all groups’ needs are taken into account and all forms 
of resource use are understood and mapped. 
 Fisheries market systems/value chains: investigations into this needs to be further 
understood to ensure villagers are getting the best price for their product. Moken people’s 
limited choice for markets means they may be cheated when it comes to prices put 
forward by middlemen. Co-management initiatives in Bogale south-west of Yangon have 
cut out the middlemen and allowed the community fishing cooperatives to have direct 
access to markets. 
 Develop rules and regulations for marine resource co-management: although this must 
be done within the framework of the current fisheries laws, piloting new co-management 
strategies alongside the Department of Fisheries could enable community fishing groups 
to have a say in terms of how their resources are managed. 
 
Participants 
Name Position Organisation 
Soe Thiha LMMA Facilitator Fauna & Flora International 
Nyein Chan Biologist Fauna & Flora International 
Khin Khin San Demonstrator Marine Science Department, Mawlamyine 
University 
Aye Thandar Lwin Fisheries Officer Research and Development, Department of 
Fisheries 
LKC Yun Forestry Officer NWCD, Forestry Department 
Khin Maung Naing Assistant Lecturer Marine Science Department, Pathein 
University 
Robert Howard Marine Programme 
Adviser 
Fauna & Flora International 
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Socio-Economic Baseline Assessment
Dissemination Meeting
Thayawthatangyi and Langann Islands
Myeik Archipelago, Myanmar
28th January 2015
Innovative conservation since 1903
 To improve our understanding of the socio-economic context of the 
target island communities
 To determine if there are any significant correlations between 
location/demographics and respondents’ livelihood strategies and their 
marine resource use, knowledge, attitudes and perceptions
 To explore how such socio-economic data can inform appropriate 
program me strategies/management interventions and activities
 To highlight remaining knowledge gaps
 To identify the most appropriate indicators for monitoring and evaluation, 
including being able to measure differentiated impacts on different 
groups within the communities 
Objectives of Socio-Economic Assessment
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Langann village
Don pale village
Palawar village
Linlong village
Innovative conservation since 1903
Socio-Economic Monitoring Method ( SOCMON)
Mainly four indicators and a small number of additional indicators
 Semi-structured key informant interviews ( KIIs)
 Field Observation
 Secondary data collection
 Household questionnaire survey ( HH)
 Some additional indicators
Methodology
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Soc-Mon surveys were undertaken using random sampling 
In Thayawthatangyi island ( 3 – 28 .06.2014 )
In Langann island ( 24 – 30.09.2015 )
Don pale A Don pale B Linlong Palawar Langann
No. households
surveyed
35 22 43 15 23
Sample as%
Total households
18.5% 35% 24.6% 28.8%
Household Survey Sample Sizes
Total 
Households
308 123 61 80
Methodology
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Don Pale Linlong Palawar Langann
Population   Total               1650 689 316 381
Adult 849 387 n/a 210
Under 18
801 
(48.5 %)
302
(43.8 %)
n/a
171
(44.9 %)
Sex ratio M:F Total 
pop. (%)
49.5 : 50.5 n/a 51.3 : 48.7 51.4 : 48.6
Adult 51.5 : 48.5 49.4 : 50.6 n/a n/a
Under 18 47.5 : 52.3 n/a n/a n/a
Number of 
households
308 123 61 80
Mean household size 5.4 5.6 5.2 4.8
Basic Population Data for All Communities
Community Demographics
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Basic Population Data for All Communities
Household Survey Data 
• the mean age of all respondents = 22.3 years old ( village Record, 
under 21 year old = 55.2% ( 44.2% under 17 ) 
• the mean age of HH head = 41.7 years
Mean Household size 
• village record = between 4.8 and 5.6
• Survey Data   = 5.76 in average
Community Demographics
Innovative conservation since 1903
Don Pale Linlong Palawar Langann
Karen 60 % 97 % 37 % 0
Bamar 28 % 2 % 2 % 35 %
Moken 12 % 1 % 61 % 65 %
Community Composition by Primary Language Group
Community Demographics
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Community Composition by Primary Language Group
Community Demographics
Innovative conservation since 1903
Don Pale Linlong Palawar Langann
Christian 62.2 % 97 % 98 % 0
Buddhist 27 % 2 % 2 % 99 %
Muslim 0.8 % 0 0 0
Animist 10 % 1 % 0 1 %
Religious Composition of Communities
Community Demographics
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Donpale-A
Donpale-B
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25.5%
17.9%
27.1%
12.6%
28.3%
43.9%
47.3%
65.7%
30.8%
40.9%
52.2%
26.5%
36.7%
14.9%
31.8%
36.5%
16.8%
9.3%
10.3%
10.0%
No  formal schooling Primary (Grade 1-4)
Middle (Grade 5-9) High School (Grade 10+)
Educational attainment by location
Education levels
Innovative conservation since 1903
Don Pale Linlong Palawar Langann
Fishing 60 % 70 % 80 % 90 %
Smallholder agriculture 25 % 28 % 15 % 0 %
Other 15 % 2 % 5 % 10 %
54%
21%
7%
4%
3%
11%
Fishing
Agriculture
Labouring
Shopkeeper/worker
Professional employment
Other
Livelihoods Strategies
Primary Occupation by Location
Primary Occupation of Household Heads across All Sites
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Donpale-A
(n=116)
Donpale-B
(n=57)
Linlong
(n=137)
Palarwar
(n=47)
Langann
(n=63)
Fishing 21.6% 36.8% 32.8% 38.3% 38.1%
Agriculture 17.2% 5.3% 16.8% 14.9% 0
Commerce/business 12.1% 7.0% 10.2% 2.1% 14.3%
Employment/other 6.9% 8.8% 5.8% 4.3% 20.6%
Sub-total 57.8% 57.9% 65.7% 59.6% 73.0%
None/missing/no 
answer
42.2% 42.1% 34.3% 40.4% 27.0%
Livelihoods Strategies
Innovative conservation since 1903
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line)
agriculture others missing/none
Age levels 40 & below Age levels above 40
 The ages of 40 & below are diving fishing and hand line fishing
 The ages of above 40 are net fishing and agriculture
Livelihoods Strategies
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Activity Goods & 
Services
Fishing Gear & 
Method
Habitat Season Use by 
outside
rs
Value Sale/consumptio
n
Market 
orientation
Fishing Sea cucumber compressor 
diving, 
gleaning
reef, 
bay
Oct-Apr medium high 100% sale outside  village
Lobster compressor 
diving
reef, 
bay
Oct-Apr medium high 90% sale outside  village
Sand crab bottom net bay, 
coast
Jan-
Dec
med-
high
medium sale outside  village
Mullet drift net bay, 
coast
Jun-
Sep
medium medium 60% sale within & outside 
village
Shrimp/prawn 3-layer net bay, 
coast
Jan-
Dec
medium medium sale/consumption within & outside 
village
Grouper net, diving/spear, 
trap
reef, 
bay
Jan-
Dec
med-
high
medium sale within & outside 
village
Snapper net,  
diving/spear, trap
reef, 
bay
Jan-
Dec
med-
high
medium sale within & outside 
village
Porcupine fish compressor 
diving
reef, 
bay
Jan-
Dec
medium medium sale outside  village
Cuttlefish/Squid trap, hand-line,
light-trapping
reef, 
bay
Jan-
Dec
low medium 100% sale outside  village
Trash Fishes net bay, 
coast
Jan-
Dec
med-
high
low sale/consumption within & outside 
village
Marine Resource Use
Livelihoods Strategies
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Activity Goods & 
Services
Fishing Gear & 
Method
Habitat Season Use by 
outside
rs
Value Sale/consumpti
on
Market 
orientation
Gleaning Chiton picking from 
coral/rocks
reef, 
shore
Jan-
Dec
low medium 100% sale outside village
Sea urchin picking from 
coral/rocks
reef Jan-
Dec
low low consumption within village
Shells picking from 
coral/rocks
reef, 
shore
Jan-
Dec
low low 90% 
consumption
within & outside  
village
Mariculture Seaweed floating raft bay Jan-
Dec
medium medium sale outside village 
Marine Resource Use
Livelihoods Strategies
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Attitudes and Perceptions
Innovative conservation since 1903
Mangrove condition and threats
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Note . Mangrove forest are less in langann island
Attitudes and Perceptions
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Coral reef condition and threats
Attitudes and Perceptions
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Beach condition and threats
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Attitudes and Perceptions
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Forest condition and threats
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Because of shifting cultivation and illegal logging
Attitudes and Perceptions
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Major Perceived Threats
Don Pale-
A
Don Pale-
B
Linlong Palarwar Langann Total
n=35 n=22 n=43 n=15 n=23 n=138
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Cutting of trees for 
residential use
32 91.4 15 68.2 26 60.5 7 46.7 1 4.3 80 59
Illegal logging 30 85.7 7 31.8 24 55.8 3 20 2 8.7 66 47.8
Cutting of trees for 
commercial use
1 2.3 2 1.4
Charcoal making 1 2.3 1 0.7
Deforestation/tree-felling activities
Attitudes and Perceptions
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Surface water condition and threats
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In thayawthatangyi island, fresh water source is poor because of deforestation and 
logging as respondent’ saying.
Attitudes and Perceptions
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Groundwater condition and threats
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• Saltwater intrusion is the most common threat to groundwater resources as 
reported by most respondents
Attitudes and Perceptions
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Donpale-A
28.6%
Donpale-B
9.1%
Linlong
14.0%
Palarwar
6.7%
Langann
4.3%
Awareness of rules and regulations
Governance
Innovative conservation since 1903
Donpale-A
(n=35)
Donpale-B
(n=22)
Linlong
(n=43)
Palarwar
(n=15)
Langann
(n=23)
Fishing Current 14.3% 0 4.7% 6.7% 0
Desired 85.7% 40.9% 65.1% 20.0% 73.9%
Participation in decision-making
Governance
The current level of decision making are low across all sites
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Information Source Donpale-A
(n=35)
Donpale-B
(n=22)
Linlong
(n=43)
Palarwar
(n=15)
Langann
(n=23)
All sites
Community leader 31.4% 45.5% 48.8% 73.3% 60.9% 48.6%
Government official 17.1% 0 2.3% 0 26.1% 9.4%
Religious leader 5.7% 18.2% 25.6% 0 0 12.3%
Neighbours/friends 45.7% 59.1% 34.9% 6.7% 52.2% 41.3%
Other people 0 0 11.6% 0 13.0% 5.8%
Radio 97.1% 63.6% 62.8% 6.7% 30.4% 60.1 %
TV 42.9% 18.2% 44.2% 0 52.2% 36.2%
Trusted sources of information
Governance
 % of Radio as a useful tool for education/awareness programs is moderately high
 Trusted on religious leader is slightly high in Linlong
 Trusted on government official is low in all cross sites
Innovative conservation since 1903
Implications for FFI’s approach to 
LMMA development
Heterogeneity of communities
• Very different communities in terms of:
– Ethnicity
– Wealth
– Livelihoods     ( heterogeneity )
• Different approaches with different 
groups are likely to be needed
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Implications for FFI’s approach to 
LMMA development
Population structure and migration trends
• In-migration doubled every decade from 1980 to 2000, BUT appears now to 
be slowing
– it may increase pressure on natural resources through population 
increase
– or be a cause for conflict and marginalization especially in langann
– increased availability of goods and services on the islands
Innovative conservation since 1903
Implications for FFI’s approach to 
LMMA development
Population structure and migration trends
• Young and growing populations
• Pressure on natural resources may increase in future unless young people 
have other livelihoods options 
• Positive: young people are often more open to new ideas 
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Implications for FFI’s approach to 
LMMA development
Livelihoods diversity and vulnerability
• high degree of specialisation and low levels of diversification 
• However, under-reporting, particularly of the livelihoods roles of women and 
youth
• Most marine resources sold but reports of low prices from buyers
– Issue: catch as much as possible in order to make a living
Innovative conservation since 1903
Implications for FFI’s approach to 
LMMA development
Stakeholder mobilisation
•Similar perceived decline of marine resources by all stakeholders
Positive: good issue to encourage mobilisation of local stakeholders
•Still a high proportion of respondents lacking knowledge on:
1. Resource conditions and trends, and 
2. Existing rules and regulations
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Recommendations
• Spatial aspects of marine resource use, including gleaning
Innovative conservation since 1903
Recommendations
• Traditional and informal institutions
– Elders?
– household leaders (Don Pale)
– Freshwater and Education Committee (La 
Ngann)
Leading to establishment of LMMA committees
• Knowledge, attitudes and roles of 
women, youth and other marginalised 
groups
26/02/2015
18
Innovative conservation since 1903
Recommendations
• Fisheries market systems/value chains 
• Develop rules and regulations for marine 
resource co-management
Innovative conservation since 1903
  
 
  
 
